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PROCLAMATION NO.4 /1995

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE DEFINITION OF
POWERS ANDDUTIffiS OF THE EXECUTIVE ORGANS OF
THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

WHEREAS,it is found necessary to define the powers
and dutiesof the executiveorgans of the FederalDemocratic
Republicof Ethiopia;

NOW,THEREFORE.in a.::cordancewith Article55(1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimedas follows:

PART ONE
General

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the "Definition of
Powers and Dutiesof the ExecutiveOrgans of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Proclamation No.
4/1995."

2. Definition

In this Proclamation:"Region"means a Region specified
underArticle47 of the constitution,being a memberof the
FederalDemocraticRepublicof Ethiopia.

~;J~"" ;JII,II)r.~.<k. ifn:~
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I.

PART TWO

The Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister
and the Council of Ministers

3. Powers and Duties of the Prime Minister
;

The powers and duties of the Prime Minister of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia shall be as
specified under Article 74 of the Constitution.

4. PowersandDuties of the Deputy PrimeMinister

The power~an~ d~tiesofthe Dep~~yPrime:Minist~ off
the Feder~rIlelllocraticR~p1,lblico(§t4~opiashallbe as
~pecifiediinderArticle75 of the Coristitution.

, " ,;" t" ':;; .

5. Powers and Dutles' of th€;Council of Ministers
. .

The powers and duties of the Council of Ministers of the
Federal Democratic Republic of, Ethiopia shll, be as
specified under Article 77 of the Constitution."

6. Members of the Councilof Ministers

1. The council of Miriisters shall have the following
members:

a. the Prime Minister;
b.-theDeputy Prime'Minister;
c. Ministersthat head the Ministries specifiedunder

Article9 hereunder;
d. other officials to be designated by the Prime

Ministerfor participationin the capacit)' of mem-
bership. '

2. Where any Ministerreferredto in Sub-Article(1) (c) of
thisArticlecannotattendthe meetingsof the Councilthe
ViceMinisteror, in caseswhere there aremore than one
Vice Ministers,the Sen.iorVice Minster of the Ministry
shall, take part in the meetings of the Council as a
substitutemember.

7. Meeting Procedure of the Council of Ministers
'0 .

1. The Council of Ministers shall:

a. hold ordinary and extraordinary meetings in accor-
dance with its rules of procedure;

b.have a quorum where more man half of its members
are present;

c. pass decisions by cons,ensus or, failing that, by
majorityvote;

d. have its bwn rules of procedure';

2. The Prime Ministershall:

a. fixthe agendaof theCouncil,withoutprejudiceto the
rights of the members of the Cmincil6f Ministers to
propose an agenda;

b. chair the meetingsof the Council;
c. postponethe meetingsof the Councilundercircums-

tances where he finds it necessary to defer a case,
broughtbeforetheCouncilitemizedin itsagenda,to a
standingcommitteeof the council;
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3. In' the abs~n~e'of ihePrim~ Mjniste~,~1ie'Deputy Prime

Minister shallchair the meetIngsof the council.

8. StandingCommitteesofthe Councif 1',

i

1.Thecouncif'ofMlltisiersshall,with a'view'toefficiently
exercisingits powers and'duties,have variotis'Standing

i CommitteescomtiNsed0f\itsmembers. I"

2. The powersanddutid 6f StandingCommitteesshallbe
defined in the rulesOfprocedureof the council.

,

PARTTHREE
Ministries

9. Establishment

The followipg Ministries are h~reby established:,

1.t~)1iI1istry~(Agnculture; ,,", " ,..'

2. the Ministryof )3conowic'Developmentand
Cooperation;' ,'.,'

3. the MinistryofTra~e and Industry;
4. th~.MirtistryofMine~'and 'Energy;
5. thdMil1istryofPublkWorks nndUrbanDevelopment;
6. the Ministryof WaterResources; i "
7.'die:M:inistfy'bf Transport and Comn10nicatiOns;
8. the MinistryofJ.;abouralld social affairs;

, 9. theMinistry'of Finance;,
~ 10;!tl1eministryof Education;

11. the MinistryofHealth;-'
12. the Ministryof Justice;
13. the MinistrybfJnfonnation and Culture;
14\.'the Ministry'of Foreign Affairs;
15.the Ministryof NationalDefence.

"

10. Common Powersand Duties of Ministries

Each Ministryshall:
1. in its field of activity:

a. initiatepolicies and laws, prepareplans andbudget
and, upon approval,implementsame; ,

b. ensure the enforcement of laws, regulations and
directivesof the FederalGovernment; ,

" c..undertake~tudiesand research;,collectand compile
..s~atis~i~aldaW.;" , , . ..

d~give a~sjstan~eand advice,' as necessary, to
Regiona1 executive organs; <"

e. enter into contracts and international agreements in
, ,"',

accordancewith the law. '

2. perfonn 'the duti~ssp~ified in, this Prdclanuition and
such others as are assigned, to' if by o~er laws.

" i ," '

3. "Submit periodic activity reports to the Council of
Ministers."'" , .

11-. ~Accountabi1ity aJ1d'ResponsibilitY of Ministers
- ", , ..\ '" .

1. Each Ministershall, as n.~gardsthe execution of
re~pon~ibiliti~~,prQgrarQmesand IflwSconcerning the
given MinistrY, be a~countable to the Prime Minister
and the Council of Ministers.

, ,,, ; ,,'"

2. Each Minister\spall; .

a. dir~ct"andrepresentthe Ministry;
b. exbrcisethe powersand duties of the Ministry;
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a,effect ex:penditu~,jn!accordaQc~swi~ the budget
approYeQfor th~Min~try.

"1
'12. The Ministry of Agriculture

The Ministry of 'Agriculture shafihave, the pOwers and
duties tb: ' ,'~ ;

1. cause the'expansionof agriculturaldevelopment;
2. prepare"'land.,usepolicy.as well as drafrta:ws on"the

conservation and utiliz&tionof.,forest and' wildlife
resources;

3. encourage and assisttl1~ pr9visions of agricultural
extension servicest<;>peasants;.

4. facilitatethe provisiorisof agriculturaliQputs"':lgric,ul-
tural mechanization services and credit faci1itiesto
pej;lsants;.,

5. establish and direct research ap,q training estabJish-
mentsthat ~ay ~sl>.istthe enhancemeqtof,the~evelop-
ment of agriculture and the improvement'of rural
technology;',,';.

6. cause the undertakingof sf~diespertainingto andthe
protection of thec6untry;s plant genetic resources;
control thequalityof improvedseedsptbduced locally
or imported;

7. encourage the organization of peasants and the .de-
velopmentof peasantcooperatives;

8. encourage agriculturalinvestments;except ipsofar as
suchpower isexpresslygivenby law tq anoth~rorgan,
issue agricultural licences to and supervise foreign
investorsengagedin agriculturalactivities;

9. ensurethe conductingof quarantinecontrolson plants,
seeds, animals and animal'products brought into or
takenout of the country.

10. register and control veterinarydrugs and pesticidesto
be used in the country,;

11.causetheprovisionof assistancein necessaryextension
servicesto pastoralistpeoples.

13. The Ministry of Econqmic Development and
Cooperation

0 Tlte Ministry of Economic Development and

Cooperation shall have the powers and duties to:
1. Initiate policy proposals that help to define the

country's long-tenn development perspective and,
on the basis of same, to set developmentpriorities
and strategy; .

2. prepa~ and, upon approval, follow up the im-
plementation of long, medium and short - tenn
developmentplans that are based on the country's
development strategy and to be 'executed by the
FederalGovernment;

3. prepare the populationpolicy of the country; and,
upon approval,follow up its execution;

4. in cooperationwiththe concernedorgans,cause the
study and preparationof and review projectsbased
on the long, mediumand short-tenn plans and to be
executed'bythe FederalGovernment;

5. prepare annual development:programmeand sup-
porting capital budget proposal upon analyzing
development programmes and supporting capital
budget proposals received from Feqeral Gov~rn-
ment orgaIl~; present said annual development
programmeand supportingcapitalb.udge~proposal
to the Ministryof Financeforconsolidationinto the
annual Federal Government budget and, upon
approval,follow up the implementationof same;
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6. identify investment areas on indicative plans to
assist the. private sector in making investment
decisiofls; in cooperation with the appropriate
organs, initiate policy proposals with a view to
encouraging and promoting the private sector;

7. undertake economic studies and research and

prepare plan methodology and general macro-
economic and social parameters and guidelines that
enable the. preparation of the country's long,
medium and short-term development plans;

8. cause the carrying out in mapping, statistical and
other development information, in its own field;

9. prepare plan preparation and presentation
guidelines; ensure the distrib,ution in due time of
.same to concerned organs;

10. formulate strategies with a view to increasing the
type and volume of foreign development aid and
loans; negotiate and sign aid and loan agreements
and, in cooperation with the concerned organs,
follow up their implementaition;

11. evaluate the execution of development plans and
submit annual report to the Council of Minisiers.

14. TheMinistry of TradeandIndustry

The Ministry of Trade and Industry shall have the
powers and dutiesto:

1. cause' the expansion of trade, industry and han-
dicrafts; encourage the extensive engagement of
domesticinvestorsin tradeand industrialactivities;
provide technical,advisoryand other services;

2. initiate industrial projects in which the Federal
Governmentmay engage itself in accordancewith
the investment policy and law; cause same to be
studiedand implemented;

3. conduct studie!>that help to control unfair trade
practices,and followup their implementation;

4. undertakestudiesrelatingto basiccommoditiesand
services that ~ave to be under price-control and
upon approval, follow up the implementationof
same;

5. directandcontroltradecarriedoutamongstRegions
as well as for~igntrade;

6. cause the organization'of exhibitions, within the
country and in other countries, of the Country's
industrial, agricultural and other products and
participatein .exhibitions.organizedby other coun-
tries;

7. except insofaras such power is expresslygiven by
lawto anotherorgan,issuelicencesto andsupervise
investorsengagedin foreigntradeas well as foreign
investorsengagedin any tradeor industrialactivity;

8. organize and. administer .a central commercial
register;

9. encourage,the establishment of chamber of com-
merce;give assistanceto the chamberof commerce
establishedat the national level.

15. TheMinistry of Mines andEnergy

The Ministryof Mines and Energy shallhave the powers
and duties to:
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1. .cause the expansion of the mines and energy
. developmentof the country;

2. 'collect and maintain a depository of mineral and
energy data and prepare reports;

3. prepare draft laws on the conservation and
utilization of mineral resources;

4. license and supervise, in accordance with the law
private investors to be engaged.in the prospecting &
mining of minerals;

5. undertake studies concern~ng the deveopment and
utilization of energy; and promote the growth and
expansion of the country's electric energy supply;

6. In cooperation with the appropriate organs, ensure
the availability of gas, petroleum and by-products
necessary for the country;

7. in cooperation with the appropriate organs, deter-
mine the volume of energy reserves and ensure that
same is maintained;

8. establish, as may be necessary, research and training
centers that may asist the enhancement of the
development of mining and energy.

6. The Ministry of Public Works and Urban DeveJopnient

The Ministry of Public Works and Urban Development
shall have the powers and duties to: .

1. prepare the country's building code; issue standards
'for design' and construction works; and follow up
and supervise the implementation of same;

2.cause the prepaFatioh of designs, and contract
documents necessary for government construction
financed by the Federal Government;

3. cause the supervision of and inspect, the execution
of construction works financed by the federal
Government to ensure their conformity with the

,R,ualitystandards, time limits and cost as provided in
their contracts; .

4. determine conditions under which design, construc-
tion and supervision contracts concerning construc-
tion;works financed by the Federal Government or
the Regional Governments may be awarded to
foreign contractors and consultants;

5. register and issue certificates of competence to
engineers and architects; determine the grade of
contractors and cons~ltants; license and supervise
local con,tractorsand consultants that may be able to
c~mpete <itthe ~ationallevel as well as cOQstruction
and consulting firms establishedpy foreign inves-
tors' . . . " \ .

6. und~rta~e study and research activities with a view
to improving the types and qualities of local
construction materials;

. 7. undertake studies relating to urbanization patterns;
prescribe standards forthe grading.of urban centers;

, upon the request of Regional Governments and in
accordance with priorities set by it, cause studies to
be undertaken pertaining to the soci1!l,economic
and other factors of urban centers and the
preparation of master plans for them, and provide
technical assistance to Regional Governments with
regard to the implementation of same;

8. supervise the administration of urban houses owned
by the Federal Government except insofar as such
power is specifically given by law to 'another
government organ, and cause the repair. and;main-
tenance of same;
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9. ensuretheprovisionof facilitiesto urbandwellersso
that they may be able to construct and use dwelling
hous~ compatiblewith their own means;

10. encourage the establishment of housing
cooperatives, and devise ways and means for
providingassistanceto.them;

11.in cooperationwiththe appropriateorgans,causethe
trainingof manpowernecessaryfor the construction
and the urban development sector; and establish
training institutionsas may be necessary;

12. delegate part of its powers to another Federal
Governmet organ when it deems it necessary for
purposesof efficiency.

17. TheMinistry of WaterResources

TheMinistryof WaterResourcesshallhave the powers
and duties to:
1. determineconditionsand methods required for the

optimum allocation and utilization of water that
flowsacrossor liesbetweenmorethanoneRegional
Governmentsamongvarious uses and regions;

2. prepare draft laws concerning the protection and
utilizationof waterresources;

3. issue permits to construct and operate water works
relatingto waters referredto in ub-article(1) of this
Article; and regulatesame;

4. make appropriate studies concerning water tariff
and, upon approval,collect bulk chargesfor water
use under sub-article(1) of this Article;

5. undertakestudiespertainingto the utilizationof the
waters of transboundaryrivers and, upon approval,
follow up the implementationof same;

6. prepare plans that help to properly utilize water
resourcesfor developmentpurposes supervisetheir
implementationupon approval;

7. provide all the assistance deemed necessary with
regard to water resourcesdevelopment;

8. sign internationalagreementsrelatingto transboun-
dary rivers, in accordancewith the law;

9. in cooperation with the appropriate organs, pres-
cribe the quality standardsfor waters to be used for
variouspurppses;

10. supervise the proper rendering of meteorological
services.

Ministry of Transportand Communications
The Ministry of Transport and Communicationsshall
have the powers and duties to:
1. cause the expansion of, and supervise, air, rail and

sea transportservicesas well as postal and telecom-
municationsservices;

2. prepare draft laws concerning the regulation of
transport and communicationsserVices;

3. facilitate the integrateddevelopment and effective
andcoordinatedutilizationof allmodesof transport
and communicationof the country;

4. regulatemaritimeand transitservicesas well asroad
transportservicesthat link Regions;
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5. issue directives concerning the registration and
inspection of air, land, rail and sea carriers and
communications equipment, the granting of
operating permits and theJicensing of operators;

6. register all Ethiopian ships; issue certificates on their
.seaworthiness;

7. provide for search andrescue operations and for the
taking of appropriate measures in the case of air or
marine transport accidents;

8. in cooperation with the appropriate organs, cause the
training of manpower necessary for transport and
communications sector.

19. The Ministry of Finance

The Ministry of finance shall have the powers and
duties to:

1. prepare and submit to the Council of Ministers,
together with its recommendations,a consolidated
annual budget of the Federal Government upon
analyzingrecurrentbudgetproposalsreceivedfrom
Federal Government organs, capital budget
proposals prepared and forwarded to it by the
Ministry of Economic Development and
Cooperation and requests from Regional Govern-
ments for budgetary subsidies; and administer the
approvedbudget;

2. submit periodically to the Council of Ministers
generalreport on the Federal Government's finan-
cial operation and situation; prepare and submit
supplementarybudget when necessary;

3. establishaccountingsystemsfor the FederalGover-
nment and supervise the implementationof same;
inspectthe accountsof FederalGovernmentorgans
and the accounts of Regional Governments with
respect to budgetary subsidies granted to them by
the FederalGovernment;

4. borrow money in the name of the Federal Govern-
ment from internal sources in accordancewith the
appropriate law;. administer the Federal Govern-
ment's internaland external debts;

5. be the repository of and safeguard the Federal
Government's shares, negotiable and non-
negotiable instruments and other similar financial
a~sets;

6. issue and supervisethe implementationof directive
concerning the purchase and utilization of Federal
Government supplies; assist in the preparation of
directivesconcerningthepurchaseandutilizationof
RegionalGovernments' supplies;

7. account for and administerpropertypf the Federal
Governmentwhich)s not administeredor used by
any other organof the FederalGovernment;

8. in cooperation with the National Bank and other
concerned organs, initiate proper monetary policy
with a view to enhancing the country's economic
growth, stability and justice as well as the nor-
malizationof moneycirculationandexchangerates;

9. submit to the Council of Ministers reports on the
annual financial operation of the Federal Govern-
ment and on total Governmentrevenue and expen-
diture.

20. Thelvfinistryof Labourand SocialAffairs

TheMinistryof LabourandSocialAffairsshallhave the
powers and duties to;
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1. prepare draft laws concerning labour relations and,
upon approval,supervisetheir enforcement;

2. determinestandardsand measuresfor the safetyand
health of workers and follow up their implemen-
tation;

3. issue directives concerning the registration of em-
ployers' and workers' unions register and assist
employers' and workers' unions established at the
national level;

4. facilitateand assist the efficientsettlementof collec-
tive bargaining and labour disputes following the
prescribedlegalprocedure;

5. incooperationwiththe appropriateorgans,undertake
studieson the manpoweremployedin thecountryand
on occupationalclassification;

6. issue and follow up the implementationof directives
regarding the registrationof job-seekers and vacan-
cies andemploymentexchnge;determineconditions
for the issuanceof, and issue,workpermitsto foreign
nationalsand statelesspersons;

7. collect, compile and disseminate information on
manpower and employment, safety and hea1th of
workers and on other matters relating to labour
relations;

8. undertake studies regarding special government
assistanceto be given to women,in particularin the
field of education,trainingand employment,so that
they shoUldbe able to have equal participationwith
men in political, economic, social and cultural
activities;andfollowup the implementationof same
upon approval;

9. in cooperationwith the appropriate organs, study,
andgive assistancefor, the implementationof ways
andmeansfor the properupbringingof childrenand
youth;

to. study and, in cooperation with the appropriate
organs, ensure the implementation of ways and
means for providingassistanceto the aged and the
disabled as well as the rehabilitation of the disa-
bled;

11. undertake studies on the prevention of social
problems; coordinate and give assistance to the
appropriateorgans in eliminatingsocialproblems;

12. in cooperation with the appropriate organs, study
and, upon approval,follow up the implementation
of ways and means for the protectionof family and
marriageinstitutions.

21. TheMinistry of Education

The Ministry of Education shall have the powers and
duties to:

1.deviseand facilitatethe implementationof ways and
means of extending education throughout the coun-
try;

2. determine and supervise the implementationof the
country's educationalstandard;
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3. determine the educationalcurriculum offered at the
.leve1of senior secondary schools, higher education
institutions and training institutions of a similar
status,and the type and standardof certificatesto be
awarededto students;provide assistanceto Regional
Governments in the preparation of educational
curriculum for elementary and junior secondary
schools; ensure that the curriculum prepared at any
level is free from religious, political and cultural
influences;

4. determinethe qualificationsrequired for teaching at
each level of education; train teachers and
educational personnel as may be necessary and
provide assistanceto training programmesoffered at
regional level;

5. cause the preparation and offering of examinations
given at the national level for purposesof promoting
students from one level of education to another and
for variousrecruitments;award certificatesthereto;

6. ensure the availability of educational materials and
textbooks in adequatequality and quantity;

7. establish higher education institutions, determine
their internaladministrativeorganization;determine
the criteria for admission to higher education ins-
titutions;

8. except insofar as such power is expressly given by
lawto anotherorgan,licenseprivatehighereducation
institutions as well as any schools established by
foreign organizations and investors and supervise
same;

9. prepareand implementprojectsdesignedto improve
the quality and enhance the expansionof education;
encourageandgive technicalassistanceto Regionsin
the preparationand implementationof such projects;

10. in cooperationwith the appropriateorgans, devise
ways and meansof providing special assistancein
rendering educational services to minority
nationalities,women,children and adults;

11. ensure that the education given at every level is
being supportedby educationalmass media; assist
Regionsin establishingtheir own educationalmass
media;

12. collect, compile and disseminate information on
education;

13. devise ways and means of encouraging the
provisionof various student services;

14. superviseeducational and training institutions run
by otherFederalGovernmentorganswith a viewto
ensuring their compliance with the prescribed
standard,and accreditsame;

15. classifydegrees,diplomasand certificatesawarded
by foreignhigh~reducation institutions.

22. TheMinistry of Health

TheMinistryof Health shallhave the powersandduties
to:

1. cause the expansionof health services;
2. establish and administer referral hospitals as well as

study and researchcenters;
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3. determine standards to be maintained by health
services; except insofar as such power is expressly
given by law to anotherorgan, issue licencesto and
supervisehospitalsandhealthservicesestablishedby
foreignorganizationsand investors;

4. determinethe qualificationsof professionalsrequired
for engaging in public health services at various
levels; issuecertificatesof competenceto same;

5. cause the study of traditional medicines, organize
researchand experimentalcenters for same;

6. cause research to be undertaken on traditional
medicinesand, for this purpose, organizecenters for
researchand experiment;

7. deviseandfollowup the implementationof waysand
means of preventingand eradicatingcommunicable
diseases;

8.undertakethenecessaryquarantinecontrolsto protect
public health;

9. undertake studies with a view to determining the
nutritionalvalueof foods;

23. TheMinistry of Justice

TheMinistryof Justieeshallhave the powersandduties
to;
1. be chief advisor to the Federal Government on

mattersof law;

2. representthe FederalGovernment in criminalcases
falling under thejurisdiction of the FederalCourts;

3. as the superior authority, direct and supervise, the
Federal,police force and prison administration;

4. instruct for investigation where it believes that a
crime, falling under the jurisdiction of the Federal
courts,hasbeencommitted;orderthe discontinuance
of an investigationor instructfor furtherinvestigation
on good cause;

5. studythecausesof and themethodsforpreventionof
cnmes;

6. seeto it thatwitnessesto a criminalcaseareaccorded
protection,as necessary;

7. assist victimsof crimes in civil proceedingsfor the
recovery of damages resulting from grave injury
where such victims are unable to institute such
proceedingsin the FederalCourts;

8. institute, cause to be instituted or intervene in
proceedings before Federal and Regional Courts;
any judicial body or arbitration tribunal where the
rights and interestsof the public and of the Federal
Governmentso require;

9. register,in cooperationwithotherconcernedorgans,
non-profit making foreign organizations and trans-
Regionalassociations;

10.follow-up, as necessary, the handling of civil suits
and claims to which the Federal Governmentor its
organsarea party;causereportsto be submittedto it
on same, where it find it necessary,and ensure that
competeQtmanpoweris assignedfor the purpose;

11. assist in the preparation of draft laws when so
requested by Federal Government organs and
RegionalGovernments;
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12.issue,superviseandrevokelicencesto advocatesfor
practicebefore courtsof the FederalGovernment;

13. provide legal education through the use of various
methods with a view to rais~Ilg,publiclegal cons-
ciousness in relation with protection of human
rights; cooperate with the appropriate body as
regardslegal educationand training;

14. submit to the Head of State, together with an
opinion, the record of any case involving death
sentencewith respect to which petitionfor pardon
has been lodged;

15.carryout the codificationandconsolidationoflaws;
collect laws .0fRegional Governments 'and con-
solidatesameas necessary.

24. The Ministry of Infonnation and Culture

The Ministryof Jnformationand Culture shallhave the
powersand duties to:
1.be the spokesmanof the FederalGovernment;
2. encouragethe developmentandexpansionof culture,

arts, fine arts and creativetalent;
3. study Ethiopian pre-history, history and culture;

make the necessary provisions for the discovery,
protection, study, maintenance and utilization of
ancientmonumentsandotherhistoricalrelics;keepa
register of antiquitiesand cultures which are in the
processof extinction,'togetherwith detaileddescrip-
tion;

4. cause,assistandencouragethe studyofthe language
of Ethiopian nations/nationalities and the enhan-
cementand expansionof literature;

5. issueand supervisethe implementationof directives
concerning the study of antiquities as well as the
conditions under which they may temporarily be
taken to anothercountry for purposesof researchor
exhibition; in cooperation with the concerned or-
gans,promoteculturalcooperationwith othercoun-
tries;

6. publicize,both locally and abroad, Ethiopia and its
peoples as well as social and economic activities
being carried out;

7. create conditions conducive to the developmentof
the country's film productionand theatricalarts;

8. cause the establishment and eXPimsionof national
libraries,archivesand museums;

9. license any press activityother than newspapersand
magazinesthe distributionof which is limited to one
Region;and issuepermitsto foreignpresscorrespon-
dents stationedin the Country.

25. TheMinistry of ForeignAffairs

The Ministry of foreign Affairs shall have the powers
and duties to:

1. basedon studiesundertakenon thecountry's foreign
relations, formulate and submit to the government
policy guidelines on foreign affairs and, upon
approval,follow up their implementation;

2. in consultationwiththe concernedorgans,negotiate
and signtreatiesand agreementsEthiopiaenters into
with other states and international organizations
which are approved by the Government, except
insofaras such power is specificallygivenby law to
another organ, and effect all formalities of
ratificationof treatiesand agreements;
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3. coordinate all relations of other government organs
withJqr'rign statesapdjnt~rnatiqnal or,ganizations;

4,) .k~~p.,contAAtsas 'may;,b~"necessary, with foreign
diplomatic and consul~representatives in.Ethiopia

,~s 'Yen as, with r~presel1tatives of international

1 orgariizatl?ns,w\t!t a)'iew'to facilitating the protec-
tion of mutual interests;-

5. coordinatearid"supervIsethe activitiesof Ethiopia's
diploJrtaticand consularlriisslonsand officesof the
permanent representatives of Ethiopia ,to inter-
nationalorganizations;

6.'"ensure the enforcement of rights and obligations
arising from treaties and agreements signed by the
Ethiopian Government except in.sofaras specific
pqwer hasleg~lly been delegatedto anotherorgan;

7. registerand keep all authenticcopies,of int~rnational
treaties and agreementsconcludedbetween Ethiopia
and other statesor ,internationalQrganizations;

8. perform the functionsof a depositoryof multilateral
treatiesand agreementswhen the EthiopianGovern-
meritis such a depository;

9. 'ensure the privile,gesand immunities of foreign
diplomatic missions and representatives of inter-
national organizations under international law and
treatiesto whichEthiopia is a party are respected;

10. incooperatio~ with the appropriate organs,
safeguardthe interestsand rights of the country and
ensur~that they art(ir~spectedby foreign states and
that .the interes~s and the, rights of Ethiopian
nationalsabro(,ld~~ protected;

11.ensury,that good neighbourlyrelations with neigh-
b,o~ringcountries arestrepgthened;

.J2. issuediplomaticpassport~;

13. carp' out, in cooperation with tl}e appropriate
organs, matters regarding persons who apply for
asylumand Ethiopiannationality.

;i

"

26. TheMinistry of NationalDefence

TheMinistryof NationalDefenceshallhave the powers
and dutiesto:

1.in coop~rationwiththeappropriateorgans,defendthe
territorial i,ntegrityof the country;

2. establish, equip and supervise defence forces and
ensure their combatcapabilities;

3. ensure that the composition,of the national defence
force embodies fair representation of nations,
nationalities and pe()plesand that it carries out its

du!ies in a manner devoid of partiality to political
parties;

4. organize training establishments of the defence
forces;

5. enforce security measures where situations endan-
gering public safety are beyond the control of
RegionalGovernments;
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'6. cooPerate with and'coord~~a~ the ,activitiesof the
appropriateFederaland'Regi6nalG<>vemmentor-

, -,,', ," "'. "',,, 'f.~,$.' ",. ," > "

gans in lIlattersrelatirigtollie'def~I1Ce'oftfiecountry,
7. constructand cause theconstrUc6onotand"organize

camps and fabilitiesrequiredby"the d~enceforces;
8. prepare and 'get autHorized/advance'Ians for the

coordinated'utilization",oftt-esourcesin the coUQtry
that maybe requ.iredfor: an event. of" national
mobilization; ,

9. prepare schel1l~swhe~pythe_populationGandefend
itself or guard)again~t enemy;tbfeatstmd atb!Cks
whereg~neral mobilizationjsdecl~; implement
same,.upon '.authorization, in coqperation.with the
coneerne4or~ns;" ".".

10. ensure that in 'iimep~,~e cth~.;aefFi1cefoJ:'CeS
. participatein thecountry;sdev~~opm~ntactivities.

". , '",'," ' .. j"

27. OtherfederalExecutive Organs.

The powers and'duties of other executive organs of the
Federal Government, accountable'to' the.'Council of
Ministers,shall be as providtd fOr~nderother relevant
laws. '

PARTFQUR,
Miscellaneous

28. Repeals andSaving"

1.The folldwing'lawsare'hetebyrepeaIed:'
a. provisionsrelatingto'the powerian<i dunes of central

executive organs,under the.Definitiott'of Powers and
Duties of the,Centraland Regional ExeCutiv~Organs
of the: Transitional' Government of 'Ethiopia
ProclamationNo. 41/1993 (as amended).,!

b. The Definition of Powers andDuti~ of the Prime
Minister and the Council of Ministers Proclamation
No. 2/1991.

29. Transferof Rights and Obligations

1. The rights and obligations of the Miiaistries of
Industry and tTrade are ,hereby transfe'rredto 'the
Ministryof Trade and Industry.

2. The rights and obligationsof theMiiaistry~f F~ign
Economic Cooperationare hereby'transferredto the
Ministry of Economic Development and
Cooperation. '

3. The rights and obligationsof~theMinistryof Natural
Resources Developl1)entand,,EnvironmentalProtec-
tion are hereby tral1,sfe~t.p:
a. the Ministry of Agriculture, as relating directly to

Forestry andWildlife. '.

b. the environmentalProtectionAutborlty..u relating
direcctlyto environmentalprotection'.

c.llie Ministry 'of WaterResources;'BS relating to
those outside of/the ones, specified'under(a) and
(b) herein above.
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30. Effective Date

This Proclamationshall enter int() force as-of the 23rd
day of August, 1995..

"JUt "Ol}~"'lI. Ii .,., Iiifft 't.fU. Done at Addis Ababa, this 23Mday of August, 1995

t-/C ~1f\ 1..JIJI

fh.. ..,."'* 1 4f..1..t-I\'eJl 'l"ht-lt.I'e ~T-oA.h
,.~fLJI'''''

NEGASSOGIDADA(DR.)
PRESIDENTOF THE FEDERALDEMOCRATIC

REPUBLICOF ETIDOPIA
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BERHANENA SELAM PRIN11NG ENT£RPRISE




