PhAPEL boRlAR 2TNEALR 6TAND

bof.l-\ 16T IH)

FEDERAL NEGARIT GAZETTE

OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

Y0 HY§ Yoot wpC 1%
A%0 AN PRLT A P77 EATE 997

NAACLRL bLl-AP 29°N4-0. 0P STAAR
e Fohf T ehe 0T mOer T Pom

29" Year No. 16
ADDIS ABABA, 27" February, 2023

T ®-55),

Content

Proclamation No. 1278/2023
Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation

Re-Establishment Proclamation...... Page 14685

hPE €PC S0EFCT/ENIE

LA TR NCLWNET? NCT & NTT
A2L15 ATIRRI PoN APE

hezer 0. Adov- Phmshld U
+Adhe7 OTAA v Moo T (V16E:
UA7TTP AL AT 22904600 »~Co% T
2703 1Ll CoLmNPNTT ALIIP 1S

aosB,m RTYTN 140 ANdAL ooy

PhC7 &M #0715  -10C  hrla PR
VAT APET avavyehl: Phwl-C RGT
Nawems. (A7 APE »~C “InPan. 110,
@' RT409° PhC7 G0 e RaviC
nce: koo (AN VS CULLIRNTT
P75
PhC7 N7 907 ANT AT N

~C%T “ldboor hNd.A7,

NIAZ “10Poop R0é.AL (ooV't:

£715% P
Unit Price

PROCLAMATION NO. 1278/2023

ETHIOPIAN BROADCASTIN
CORPORATION RE-ESTABLISHMENT
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
strengthen the financial capacity of the
Corporation to enable it to better accomplish its
mission in order to be able to play a positive
role that is expected of it in the country’s
endeavor to ensure overall development and

build a democratic system;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
include in one Proclamation the powers and
responsibilities of the Corporation which
emanate from two separate Proclamations and
has created a gap in the practice of the
Corporation, and also to create a system
whereby the Board of the Corporation can
support the institution in a better way, and to
clearly stipulate the objectives, power and

responsibilities of the Corporation;
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WHEREAS, it has become necessary to
improve television service fee and modernize
its payment system to enable the society to
discharge its obligation easily and also to
stipulate legal accountability for those
television set owners who do not discharge

their duties;

NOW, THEREFOR, in accordance with
Article 55(1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby

proclaimed as follows.

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the
“Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation Re-
Establishment Proclamation of No.
1278/2023”.

2. Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

Proclamation:

1/ “Employee” means any worker of the
Corporation other than the Chief Executive
and Deputy Chief Executives and it
includes unit leaders at various levels,
journalists, technical experts and support
staff;

2/ “Broadcasting” means audio and audio-
visual transmission that is conducted to
educate, inform or entertain the public
through radio, television, digital media, and

various electronic devices;
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3/ “Board” means the higher management
body of the Corporation composed of
members appointed by the House of
Peoples’

Representatives upon

recommendation by the Prime Minister;

4/“Higher Official” includes the Corporation’s
Chief and Deputy Chief

Executives;

Executive

5/ “Television Set” means a device that
receives, transmits and displays audio and
pictures using antenna, satellite, cable or
other similar means but does not include
computer, laptop, ipad, tablets, and smart

phones;

6/ “Trader” means a person  who
professionally and for gain engages in the
importation, distribution or sale of television

sets;

7/ “Television Set Ownership and Service
License” means license issued by the
Corporation to any person who imports
television set into the Country or buys it
from a trader or a manufacturer to enable

him to use the television set;

8/ “Television Ownership and Service
License Fee” means a payment made to the
Corporation by any owner of a television set
for being the owner of a television set and
the license he has been issued to use it to

follow mass media transmissions;
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9/ “Digital Media” means any transmission
service made, without using the regular
television and radio broadcasting, by using
website, internet, or any other social media

means;

10/ “Region” means any State included under
Article 47 of the Constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and
includes Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa City

Administrations;

11/“Partners” means institutions that have
significant roles in the achievement of the
Corporation’s objectives and bodies that
execute the Corporation’s efforts to ensure
payment of television license fees as

associates;

12/ “Person” means natural or legal person;

13/ Any expression in the masculine gender

includes the feminine gender.

Part Two

Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation

3. Establishment

1/ The Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation
(hereinafter the “Corporation™) is hereby
re-established by this Proclamation as an
autonomous public media institution

having legal personality to render public

services.
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2/ The Corporation shall be accountable to

the House of Peoples’ Representatives.

4. Head Office

The Corporation shall have its head office
in Addis Ababa and may estabilish,
branches and agents in all parts of Ethiopia
and at different places in foreign countries.

as may necessary.

5. Objectives of the Corporation

The objectives of the Corporation shall be:

1/ Making the public actively participate in
the prosperity of the country by creating
awareness about all affairs taking place
in the country through presentation, in
accordance with mass media and other
relevant laws and policies, of main and
current events occurring domestically or
in foreign country and educational and
entertainment programs using radio,
television and digital media and by using
inputs received from the public directly

or through feedback procedures;

2/ Supporting national effort that is made to
strengthen  trust-based unity among
peoples and deepen their connections
and also to promote fraternity and
national unity by creating national

consensus;

3/ Playing key role in the efforts made to
create a strong democratic system in the

country.
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6. Power and Responsibilities of the

Corporation
The Corporation shall have the following

power and responsibilities:

1/ To gather and prepare news and news
packages which are useful to and
necessary for the public and broadcast

them to the users through radio,
television, and digital media in various

local and foreign languages;

2/ To present educational and informative
programs which motivates the society for
building democratic system, overall

development, and national unity; promote

proximity among peoples; and enable
bringing about trust-based unity; and,
introduce government policies and laws

to the public;

3/ To present programs that help to promote

public awareness about human and

democratic rights;

4/ To

comments and disclosures;

receive and transmit free public

5/ To present various programs that promote
public knowledge and creativity and
satisfy the entertainment needs of the

public;

6/ To create relations with similar domestic

and foreign organizations;
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7/ To

journalists, mass media experts and other

give professional training to

concerned experts in the sector;

8/ To determine and collect service charges;
to exempt from payment in part or in

whole, as deemed necessary;

9/ To register television sets imported and
manufactured in the country, to issue

license, and to receive annual license fee;

10/ To register any television set trader or
television manufacturer and to require any

trader to register the television set he sells;

11/ To property, to into

agreements, to borrow and lend in its

own enter

own name, to sue and be sued;

12/ Without prejudice to the protection

provided in the Copyrights and
Neighbouring Rights Proclamation for
broadcasting service, to become the
owner of intellectual property right for
radio and television documentaries it

prepares and digital media works;

13/ To work on investigative journalism with
emphasis to facilitate the system of
transparency and  accountability to

prevail in the country;

14/ To carry out other related activities that

will enable it to achieve its objectives.
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7. Qrganizational Structure of the

Corporation
The Corporation shall have:

1/ The Board,;

2/ Chief Executive and necessary Deputy
Chief Executives; and,

3/ Other necessary staff.

8. The Board

1/ The members of the Board, including the
Chairperson, shall be appointed by the
House of Peoples’ Representative upon
recommendation by the Prime Minister;
While their number may be determined
as deemed necessary; it shall not be less

than seven;

2/ The members of the Board shall be drawn
from pertinent institutions and various
groups of the society and by considering

gender diversity;

3/ The Board shall be accountable to the

House of Peoples’ Representatives;
4/ The term of the Board shall be five years;

5/ The Chief Executive of the Corporation
shall
Secretary of the Board;

be a non-voting member and

6/ The Board shall adopt Directives to

govern its working procedure.
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9. Power and Responsibilities of the Board

The Board shall have the following power
and responsibilities:

1/ To ensure that government policies and

laws concerning mass media are

implemented by the Corporation;

2/ To ensure that government policies and
laws which should be known by the

public are communicated timely;

3/ To follow up that programs transmitted by
the Corporation aim to ensure national

unity and prosperity;

4/ To follow up that programs with diverse
views and contents are prepared and
transmitted to the public through the

and television

Corporations  radio

mediums;

5/ To evaluate if the public is benefiting from
the services rendered by the Corporation;
to present ideas on how the public can

benefit more from the media;

6/ To ensure that political parties and sections
of the society which have different views
obtain balanced radio and television service

in a fair manner;

7/ To evaluate the contents of the programs
transmitted through radio, television, digital
media and other electronic devices, and to
present ideas as to how they can be

improved;



% TANEEAS LRl 1261 DU kPC TE PN B b7 BNIE .90

Federal Negarit Gazette No. 16, 27" February, 2023 ....page 14694

T/ MALYS  hlonANT (hC7 6T AL
PLPCO PoIPTT PavavConC: 710077
o4z PaovAm-l-:

B/ (ny APE AT (0hCZ&Nr Wi
ANVISLC 70 HOma- »ANT aow ()
NCH avanlp A LM M°VTFo- 50T
Af,  avavtf PNl ChCGT

WA Plav: ANAGT ANT PPy
PPPFT o AL Pov@7E

I/ nCrzéar ool %477 a“?ah-
AT PHavy LN A8, aan-r
PPN UBd TP PhC T

TECPT U-A9° PO NEAT 84T
PG ool R7%09° hC7 60T
PULGThCONT7S Awés  POLAAANTT
a8 PavdPN:

I8/ PhC7 6T Gam R Pt O0PLT Croe-
ATPOFA C7CT av19P9C ARG “10LPd
ATS0° PG A%AC ool f O Al
PAG T PIPT RENT AN RTLETT
ehJ-ran:

1¢/ ehC7 017 Gon 3P . &5 Posh, (12T
pLP:

TP/ DC7 o077 N7%ompll: AKT 27700, 50T
AL PayPnC: PLovmO7::

8/ To

decisions on complaints lodged against the

investigate and make appropriate

Corporation by listeners and viewers;

9/ In accordance with the power given to it by
this Proclamation and the Corporation’s
Employees Regulation, to issue Directives
on matters the Board shall issue Directives,
to decide on the salary, allowance, and
other benefits of the employees of the

Corporation;

10/ To create conducive environment for the
Corporation to own latest technology to be
able to achieve its establishment

objectives; to follow up that the programs

of the Corporation are accessible in all

parts of the Country; and to design a

mechanism that

can strengthen the

Corporation and improve its practice;

11/ To evaluate and approve the annual work

plan and activity report of the
Corporation; and also to follow-up to
ensure that the findings sent by the Office
of the General Auditor receive swift

response;

12/ To approve the annual income and

expenditure budget of the Corporation;

13/ To advise and decide on other policy

issues concerning the Corporation.
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10. Meetinas of the Board

1/ The Board shall hold at least one regular

meeting per month;

2/ In case of emergency, meeting may be
held at any time upon request by the
Chairperson of the Board or by at least

one-third of the Board members;

3/ There shall be a quorum if more than half
of the members are present at the Board’s

meeting;

4/ Decisions of the Board shall be passed by
a majority vote. However, in case of a tie,

the Chairperson has a casting vote;

5/ The Board shall adopt its own meeting

rules of procedure.

11. Chief Executive of the Corporation

1/ The Chief Executive shall be appointed by
the House of Peoples' Representatives
Prime

upon recommendation by the

Minister;

2/ The Chief Executive of the Corporation
shall spearhead and administer the tasks of
the Corporation in accordance with the

overall direction given by the Board;

3/ Without prejudice to the generality of the
provision of Sub-Aurticle (2) of this Article,
the Chief Executive shall:

a) Implement the power and responsibilities
entrusted to the Corporation in
accordance with Article 6 of this

Proclamation;
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b) Plan content direction of programs; follow

up and control their execution;

¢) Hire and administer employees of the

Corporation;

d) Prepare and submit to the Board and the
House of Peoples’ Representatives the
Corporation’s annual work plan, budget

needs, and activity report;

e) Prepare draft annual budget support that

the  Corporation needs from the
government and submit it to the Ministry

of Finance;

f) Effect expenditure in accordance with the
budget and work plan approved for the
Corporation; open bank accounts in

different commercial banks representing

the Institution;

g) Represent the Corporation in all dealings

made with third parties;

h) Prepare and follow-up implementation of
strategies that can strengthen the financial

capacity of the Corporation;

i) Discharge other responsibilities assigned
by the Board.

4/ The Chief Executive may delegate part of

his power and responsibilities to the
officials and employees of the Corporation
to the extent necessary for the efficiency of

the work of the Corporation;
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5/ The Chief Executive shall delegate one the
Deputy Chief Executives if he is not present
at work for various reasons. However, if it is
known in advance that the duration of his
absence from work will be for more than
two month, the delegation of the Deputy
Chief Executive shall obtain a written

permission from the Chairperson of the

Board.

12. Deputy Chief Executives

1/ The Deputy Chief Executives of the
Corporation shall be appointed by the
Board upon recommendation by the
Chief They shall be

accountable to the Chief Executive.

Executive;

2/ Every Deputy Chief Executive or Sector
Head shall,

direction given by the Chief Executive,

in accordance with the

lead and coordinate the tasks of the sector
under his leadership and perform other
activities assigned to him by the Chief

Executive.

13. Reporting

The Corporation shall submit, through its
Chief Executive, periodic reports to the
Board the

Representatives  on

House of
the

and Peoples'
activities it

performs within the limits of its power.

14. Budget of the Corporation

1/ The budget of the Corporation shall be

generated from the following sources:
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a) Income collected by the Corporation
from the services it renders in
accordance with this Proclamation;

b) Annual budget support made by the

Government;

c) Service  charges  collected in
accordance with this Proclamation
from television set owners for

television service license;

d) Other income sources.

2/In order to determine the amount of
regular budget support the government
gives to the Corporation in accordance
with Sub-Article (1) (b) above, the
Corporation shall submit to the Ministry of
Finance every year detailed request for
regular budget support and the reasons
thereof.

3/ Without prejudice to the provisions of
Sub-Article (1) and (2) above, the capital
budget of the Corporation may be covered

by the Government wholly or in part.

15. Procurement and Financial Procedures

of the Corporation

The procurement and financial system of
the Corporation shall be governed by the
Procurement and Financial Directives
issued by the Board on the basis of the
procurement and financial administration

concepts of the Government.
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16. Books of Account
1/ The Corporation shall keep complete and
accurate books of accounts and financial
documents;
2/ The books of accounts and finance related
documents of the Corporation shall be
audited annually by the Auditor General

of the Federal Government.
PART THREE

TELEVISION REGISTRATION AND
LICENSE RENEWAL SERVICE

17. Television Registration and License Fee

1/ Any person who owns a television set
shall

ownership and service charge indicated in

register his television and pay

this Proclamation;

2/ The Corporation shall establish a working
system to register television set owners
and issue license in accordance with
Sub-Article (1) of this Article. The
system of service charge payment shall
be guided by the provision of Article 18

of this Proclamation.

18. Amount of Television Service License
Eee and Its Implementation

1/ Any owner of a television set shall pay

annual television ownership and service

license fee of 120 Birr (One Hundred

Twenty Birr) for every television set he

uses;
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2/ If a person owns more than one television
set, he shall have the duty to register each
television set and make the payment
indicated in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article;

3/ If a television set is used for a residential
house, the payment indicated in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall be collected
through the Ethiopian Electric Utility by
calculating it every month or once in a

year;

4/ If the television set is used for hotels, guest
houses and other entertainment purposes,
the concerned enterprises shall pay annual
television ownership and service license
fee at once and their business licenses shall
not be renewed unless they produce a
payment receipt to the effect that they have
discharged this duty;

5/ The amount of television ownership and
service license fee indicated in Sub-Article
(1) of this Article may be amended by the
Directives to be issued by the Board taking
into account  prevailing  economic

considerations.
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working hours by holding evidence of
his authorization by the Corporation, the
existence of television set with any
television set trader or manufacturer and
in any house of television set owner by
complying with the human rights
provisions of the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
and, when necessary, by securing court

warrant.

2/ In relation to the tasks of an employee
who is authorized by the Corporation to
register television set and examine if
television set register is Kkept in
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this
Article:

a) Television set trader or manufacturer
shall have the duty to cooperate with
the employee in his effort to ascertain
whether or not the expected television

set register is kept;

b) Any television set owner shall have the
duty to cooperate when the employee
makes house to house movement to
examine whether or not the television

set the owner uses is registered;
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1/ Failure to give evidence requested in
written form by the employee who is
authorized by the Corporation to perform
the tasks stated under Article 19(2) (a)

and (b) of this Proclamation shall be
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punishable with simple imprisonment of
one month up to six months or with fine
from Five Hundred Birr (500 Birr) to Five
Thousand Birr (5,000 Birr);

2/ The punishment stipulated in Sub-Aurticle
(1) of this Article shall be applicable in
accordance with the decision given by the
concerned justice organ after

investigating the matter based on the

complaint lodged by the Corporation

about the commission of the acts.

21. License Renewal

1/ Licenses granted to television set owners
in accordance with this Proclamation

shall be renewed every five years;

2/ Any television set owner shall report to
the Corporation for the cancellation of his
television license if his television set is
not working and cannot be used due

malfunction or loss or any other reason;

3/ The Corporation shall examine the report it
receives in accordance with Sub-Article
(2) of the Article about the
malfunctioning of a television set and
give decision in three months from the

time of the report;
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4/ The owner of a television set shall be
exempted from payment from the time he
has reported about the malfunctioning of
his television set and until a decision is

made on the matter;

5/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-
Article (4) of this Article, if the
Corporation ascertains that the television
set is operational in accordance with the
inspection it makes pursuant to Sub-Aurticle
(3) of this Article, the television set owner
shall be required to pay arrears of payment

he did not pay to the Corporation;

6/ Any owner whose television set has
encountered a problem shall pay annual
television service license fee as long as he
has not reported the problem to the
Corporation in accordance with Sub-

Article (2) above.

22. Exemptions from Payments

1/ The employees of the Corporation and
employees who retired after serving the
Corporation shall be exempted from
television ownership and service license
fee stipulated in this Proclamation for
television sets they use in residential

houses;
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24. Power__to

2/ In addition to what is listed under Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the Chief
Executive of the Corporation may
decide, based on International Custom or
Agreement or for public interest, to
exempt lower class people from

television ownership and service license

fee stipulated in this Proclamation.

Particulars shall be determined by

Directive.

PART FOUR
MISCELL ANEOUS PROVISIONS

23. Conclusion of Cooperative Agreements

with Other Institutions

In order to make the implementation of Part
Three of this Proclamation possible, the
shall
agreements with Ethiopian Electric Utility,

Corporation sign  cooperative
Ministry of Revenue, Federal and Regional
Trade

Governmental

Bureaus, and other pertinent

and  Non-Governmental

partners.

Issue _ Regulations __and

Directives

1. The House of Peoples’ Representatives
may issue Regulations necessary to

implement this Proclamation;

2. The Board may issue Directives
necessary to implement this
Proclamation or Regulation issued

thereunder.
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25. Repealed and Inapplicable L aws

The following laws are hereby repealed by
this Proclamation:

1. Ethiopian
Establishment Proclamation No0.858/2014
and the

Broadcasting  Corporation

Corporation’s  Employees
No0.5/2015,

and also Directives issued pursuant to

Administration Regulation

these laws; and

2. Ethiopian Radio and Television Service
Agency Proclamation No0.15/1975 and
Ethiopian Radio and Television Service
Agency Regulation N0.20/1975.

3. Any Proclamation or Regulation or
Directives which is inconsistent with this

Proclamation shall be inapplicable.

26. Transitory Provisions

1. Notwithstanding the provision of Sub-
Article (1) of Article 25 of this
Proclamation, the application  of

Ethiopian  Broadcasting  Corporation

Employees’ Administration Regulation

No. 5/2015 shall continue until it is
replaced by a Regulation to be issued by
the House of Peoples’ Representatives.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, the provision of
Sub-Article (1) (C) of Article 66 of the
Ethiopian  Broadcasting  Corporation

No.5/2015 is

repealed by this Proclamation.

Employees Regulation
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#%. ATE Po1050T L1 27. Effective Date
LY APE NbféA 10T onM TP This Proclamation shall be effective from
hoM0 T +7 EI°C P05 LUTA:: the date of its publication in the Federal
Negarit Gazzette.

Done at Addis Ababa, On this 27" Day of
February, 2023.

W50 A0 et B +7 ENLIE 9.9°

“IVA oC?¥ liao-L, SAHLE-WORK ZEWDE

PRTERE LREAT ATNEOLT PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
¢TAAR TEHATT DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




